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NATIONAL PETSMART 

ADOPTATHON 
 

Saturday & Sunday, 
 September 15-16 

10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
S. Fredericksburg PetsMart
9751 Jefferson Davis Hwy  

(Massaponax) 
 

ADOPTION EVENT: 
 

Saturday, 
October 13 

10:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
S. Fredericksburg PetsMart

 
PHOTOS WITH SANTA 

PAWS: 
 

Saturdays (1 st, 8th, 15th) 
in December 

 11:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M. 
S. Fredericksburg PetsMart

 
Please check our 

website for updates 
www.petharbor.org  

Or call 703-583-HSKY 
 

Pet Harbor alumnus Sita 
(white) with her Siberian 

“brother” Satchmo 
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Although exceptions exist, most adult dogs can be housebroken, including those who have 
lived outside until now. Siberian Huskies are an especially good breed in this regard as they 
generally like to keep their space clean.  

First let’s define housebroken. Does it mean the dog opens the door, goes outside, & comes 
back in without bothering you? Does it mean the dog rings a bell to tell you he has to go 
out? Does it mean the dog wakes you to walk him? If your dog does any of those, you are 
very lucky. For the average dog, that is asking too much. Having the dog understand outside 
the house is where he relieves himself should be enough. Expect no miracles! 

Also, marking is a coat of a different color. A housebroken dog may still mark. Marking is the 
dog writing his name, so to speak, on items, much as the use of a Magic Marker on a child’s 
school items. Of course, marking is unacceptable but is separate from pottying in the house. 

Yes, you can teach an old dog new tricks! Your friends in housebreaking an adult dog are – 

 SCHEDULE. Don’t worry about teaching him to tell you when he has to go outside. Put him on 
a regular routine. At first take him out more often than you think you should. Eventually you will learn 
how often your dog needs to visit the facilities. 

 TIME. He is not running a marathon! When you take your dog outside, please give him adequate 
time to relieve himself. If he does one duty in 30 seconds & you immediately take him back inside & he 
then goes to the bathroom in the house, sorry, but that is not his fault. 

 CRATE. Particularly for a formerly outside dog, he has to develop bladder & bowel control. After 
all, he has until now had the bathroom immediately accessible. So, just like a puppy, he will need 
100% supervision. During those times when you cannot watch him, the crate is your best friend. The 
right way to use a crate is teaching the dog the crate is his den, not a jail. Make it a positive 
experience. He should enjoy going into his crate. There are techniques to help with this. Pet Harbor 
recommends molded plastic crates for in-home use, not metal ones. There is also an umbilical training 
technique. If you want more information, contact us! We are always available to our adopters and/or 
can refer you to trainers/behaviorists should you need them. 

 PRAISE. Until your dog gets the idea he is supposed to potty outside, go outside with him. After 
he finishes his duties in the proper place, praise him! It is important to make sure he has finished 
because if you interrupt progress, guess what will happen once you come back into the house. 

 
 PATIENCE. Your patience will be rewarded! Again, expect no miracles. If you follow these 

techniques & your dog is going to the bathroom in the house, it likely isn’t his fault. He can’t fail if he is 
being supervised 100% of the time. Don’t punish him. Figure out what You did wrong & fix it. Did you 
forget to watch him for a minute? Did you miss a scheduled outing? Did you feed him human food and 
cause tummy troubles? 

Our experience has been adult dogs are more easily trained than pups because puppies 
just got here & have not yet established a reason to be grateful. Since the adult dogs we 
meet have experienced homeless life, they are grateful & crave human attention & praise. 
Enjoy your dog & the bonding experience housebreaking provides! 
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Full of personality! Leopara has 
specific requirements for her home. 
First and foremost, she loves dogs. So 
she hopes her home will have a doggy 
for her! When she first came to Pet 
Harbor, she was a youngster. We 
found her bleeding & rushed her to the 
vet. She had to have emergency 
surgery for pyometria. Then she found 
a home & kept that home for 8 years, 
but then grandbabies came into the 
house & upset Leopara’s equilibrium! 
After all, shouldn't she be the leader of 
HER house? Other kitties are just fine 
to share her home. She will mother 
them. When she is ready to be 
independent, she will let them know. 
Older children are fine, too, because 
older children accept her kitty 
independence. She left behind a black 
Lab in her former home. He is still 
looking for her. Some of her favorite 
things are basking in sunlight that 
shines in the window, yellow American 
cheese, & sardine juice. Her favorite 
sleeping places are high up on top of 
the couch, top of the dresser, or piles 
of clothes or papers. She is a lap kitty 
when she wants to be & will let you 
know when it is time for a rubdown. Do 
you like presents? In her former home, 
when a field mouse came inside, 

Leopara would bring him to her mommy 
as a gift. Isn’t she just the sweetest? She 
must always have fresh water or she will 
find you & yell at you until you fill it up for 
her again. And she must have a covered 
box. After all, don't you shut the 
bathroom door, too? Her birthday is 
approximately April 20, 1998, and she 
weighs 9 pounds.  Leopara doesn’t 
understand why she is in foster care 
when she had a home for almost her 
whole life.  So if you have room in your 
heart and home to give a kitty a 
FOREVER home, please ask us about 
Leopara.�
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Are you looking for a big cuddly boy? Coop does not often give kisses but loves to 
cuddle. When you pet him, brush him, scratch his ears, he pushes his whole body into 
you for more! His birthday is December 28, 2000, & he is a big boy, weighing in at 86 
pounds. Believe me, it is solid muscle. He is a red & white male Siberian Husky.  Kopy 
(adopted already) & Coop were dumped in a Virginia county shelter. Their human said 
the reason was "need to give up." Does that sound logical to you? Hopefully Coop’s 
new home will be a forever home like the one Kopy has! They were outside dogs, 
never even saw the inside of a house until reaching Pet Harbor. But Coop is 
housebroken already. He hates to soil his space. He can live with all sorts of people & 
with dogs. Female dogs are especially wonderful! At feeding time, however, he does 
get fussy with other dogs. His heart belongs to people, though. Cats cannot share his 
home. His big cuddly self loves to lie by the couch as you watch TV or follow you 
around the house. Guess what – he is his foster mom’s favorite. He also was the 
favorite of the caretaker while his foster mom went on vacation without the pups! 
Maybe he will be your favorite, too! Are you his forever home? Coop tested negative for 
hypothyroidism, but we give him Thyroxine anyway. It has improved his coat. It isn’t an 
expensive medication, & the rewards of adopting Coop are immense. To see movies of 
Coop being his normal couch potato self, go to Coop's page on Pet Harbor’s Web site 
and follow the links. A third video was added because Coop has decided now he will 
play with toys! A really good, laidback, content boy, all he needs is a home, some 
people who will let him love them & love them & love them, and a squeaky toy. He was 
named for a victim of September 11, 2001 named John A. Cooper.   
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Who can make a difference in the 
lives of homeless animals?  YOU 
CAN!  Besides the benefits to you, 
more than anything else, the 
homeless fur babies need volunteer 
help!  Oh, sure, you could donate 
money & help us spay a dog or you 
could donate a bag of food & help us 
feed a dog, but what the homeless 
fur babies REALLY need is your 
help! 
 
To volunteer, (1) write to our 
Volunteer Coordinator, at 
volunteering@petharbor.org, (2) 
come to an event (See page 1 or 
www.petharbor.org/schedule.htm for 
our schedule), or (3) call us at (703) 
583-HSKY.  We’ll get you started!  
The fur babies thank you! 
 
Some benefits of volunteering – 
doggy kisses, kitty purrs, satisfaction 
of helping homeless animals get 
homes, monthly birthday cake at 
events, friendships with fun-loving 
animal people (Heck, we even have 
2 folks who became a couple by 
volunteering for Pet Harbor!), an 
annual volunteer appreciation dinner, 
and more! 
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 Some tasks are hands-on, some are 

telephone or office tasks. Believe me, 
even if you think there is nothing you 
can do, we WILL find you a place. See 
below for a partial listing of open 
positions.  You may think of positions 
we haven’t considered.  Let us know 
those, too!  Locations vary except where 
noted. 
 
~ Adoption Event Assistants 
~ Application Processors 
~ Transporters 
~ Home Visitors 
~ Dog Walkers 
~ Dog Bathers* 
~ Cat Brushers* 
~ Dog Follow-Up Coordinator 
~ Cat Follow-Up Coordinator 
~ Missing Adopter Manager 
~ Assistance with non-animal tasks,  
   such as putting tags on collars 
~ Animal Care Assistants* 
~ Holiday card/newsletter addressers 
~ Kennel Cleaners* 
~ Researchers/Web site helpers 
 
                                     *Caroline County, VA

 

Must be age 14 & older to volunteer. 
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Board of Directors: 
     Michelle Johnson (Treasurer) 
     Ali Miller 
     Debbie Simmons (Vice President) 
     Brandi Singleton (Secretary) 
     Sarah Veach, Chair (President) 
 
Some of the Other Positions: 
     Events Coordinator - Debbie 
     Home Visit Coordinator – Paula 
     Intake Coordinator - Joy 
     MD Reps – Amy P, Paulette, Sonja 
     Thank You Card Manager - Annie 
     Volunteer Birthday Card Manager – 
           Terra 
     Volunteer Coordinator – Ali 
 

 
To contact us: 
 
~ Visit our Web site at 
www.petharbor.org  
 
~ Call us at (703) 583-HSKY 
 
~ Write us.  Note new address: 
 
P.O. Box 73 
Bowling Green, VA  22427  
 
or 
 
P.O. Box 1502 
Glen Allen, VA  23060 
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Please remember to update & keep contact info curre nt with us. 
 
Lost dogs are able to get home because of the Pet Harbor tag or microchip, but 
we need current contact information to get your pet home. Secondly, we 
volunteers continue to do what we do because of the updates & pictures. To 
those of you who frequently update, we can’t tell you how much it means to us 
because that way we know our efforts are worthwhile. To those of you who have 
gotten behind or with whom we have lost contact, please keep us updated & let 
us know current contact information! And put your pet on the Web! Have him/her 
write his/her success story! See www.petharbor.org/success.htm for format. 
 
You can call (703) 583-HSKY ext 2 and leave a message or – 
~ if you have a dog, write to dogfollowup@petharbor.org 
~ if you have a cat, write to catfollowup@petharbor.org. 
 
As a reminder, the minimum update schedule when a pet is adopted is: 
24 hours post adoption  one week post adoption 
one month post adoption 3 months post adoption 
6 months post adoption  and the anniversary date of adoption every year 
 

We can’t thank you enough!  

 
 
 
 
 
 

For fun & excite ment with your 
Siberian, visit 

Greater Washington Siberian 
Husky Club or Chesapeake 

Siberian Husky Club. 
www.gwshc.org 

www.chesapeakesiberian.org  
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

the yummy 2006 
Volunteer Appreciation 

Dinner cake –  Hope to see 
you at next year’s dinner!  

 

 

� This is Pet Harbor. This is what we do, why we do it, & why we need your help! A Siberian Husky with 
5 babies landed in a shelter. Mama, weighing 34 pounds, was in poor health. A week after giving birth 
under a stranger’s shed, the mama was trapped by animal control, who immediately called Pet 
Harbor. Our volunteer time started with that phone call & transport. Then we had to rid them of the 
lice, flea, & tick population that had infested all 6 & help mom with nutrition & other care (not to 
mention love). It all takes volunteers – from phone calls to transport to flea picking & feeding, walking, 
medicating, loving in between. From the 9/11/01 victim list, we found names: Karlie (mom) & 
Simmons, Pohle, Grant, Jacqui, & Heather (pups). In between kisses, we took pictures. 

Despite her health issues, Karlie is a wonderful mom & a sweet, gentle loving Siberian Husky who 
miraculously is cat-friendly. Though she’s got battle scars on her face from her prior life, she will 
never have to look back. It takes volunteers to do everything from putting a collar on Karlie to 
cuddling puppies. Next we took Karlie to the vet & vaccinated her. More volunteer time! More trips to 
the vet, more animal care, & more loving. Karlie tested positive for heartworm disease. 

Because Karlie is nursing & has to undergo heartworm treatment, she can’t be spayed until 
December, pups spayed/neutered in October. Total volunteer hours involved from the time we got 
involved until each one is adopted will be approx. 662 hours. It won’t end there. There will be time 
spent getting updates, corresponding with adopters, paperwork, etc. The amount of money we will 
ultimately spend on the care of this one little family is approximately $2,000. 

Hopefully this little story (one of many) will motivate you to volunteer!�
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Address Correction Requested 

Thanks to the 
support of people 

like you, 
Since incorporation 

in 2000, 
we have found 

homes for 400 dogs 
and 119 cats! 

 


